
Inspired Readers: If you have completed an inspirational makeover, extension, renovation or alteration project, or if
you have any questions, queries or dilemmas relating to a home improvements project, get in contact. 

Product Pricing: All Euro and Sterling prices within the magazine have been calculated using the exchange rate at the
time of going to print. Some prices are based on the conversion rate and may vary between retailers.

Competition Winners (Issue 3):
Tavistock Kobe Cloakroom Suite Lorraine Flanagan, Co. Fermanagh. Book Bundle Delores Robinson, Portaferry.
MultiShower Head Katie Cunningham, Randalstown; Lorraine Flanagan, Mullingar; Emeir McSurley, Portstewart; Mary
Dolan, Carrick-on-Shannon; Patrick McCarthy, Co. Down. Puravida/Hansgrophe Shower Head Charles Meehan, Dublin
12; Veronica Cunningham, Co. Antrim; Brian Harten, Carrickmacross; Mary O’Sullivan, Dublin 22; Anita Hoare, Dublin 7;
Martin McEntee, Co. Down.

Competition Terms & Conditions: 
Competitions are open to residents in Northern and Southern Ireland aged over 18 years, except employees and their
families/friends of SelfBuild Ireland Ltd and the company offering the prize. One entry per person. No purchase
necessary. Entries must be received before the closing date of 31 December 2009. The first entry drawn at random on
that date will win the prize stated. The Editor’s decision is final. All prize details and prices are correct at time of going
to press. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery. No responsibility can be accepted for entries lost,
delayed or damaged in the post. No correspondence can be entered into and no entry returned. Winners will be
notified in writing following the draw. Each prize winner is responsible for arranging collection of their prize from the
sponsor, who will also be provided with your contact details. Decorate & Improve Your Home will accept no
responsibility for the items delivered. Entry implies acceptance of these rules. While every effort is made to ensure all
prize details are correct at time of going to press, Decorate & Improve Your Home cannot be held responsible for
incorrect prize details supplied by sponsors. SelfBuild Ireland Ltd, publisher of Decorate & Improve Your Home and the
sponsor of the prize, may contact you with details of its products and services or for research. Please state ‘Do not
contact’ on your entry if you prefer not to receive such information.
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Over the autumn/winter period, we tend to spend more time
indoors, which presents a perfect opportunity to catch up on
some essential DIY or much needed decorating. 

COVER 
Main: Interior design by Ronan
Holohan, see pg 27
Top: Extension in Belfast by
McCann Moore Architects, 
see pg 66
Middle: Contemporary
extension in Dublin by Derek
Murphy Architects, see pg 42
Bottom: Saey Kali wood
pellet heating system, 
see pg 63
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There's Never Been a
Better Time to
Improve Your Home!

Member of

Whether you're planning to take advantage of the
forthcoming 'sales' periods or the competitive cost
of hiring a trades person, there's never been a
more prudent time to improve your home for
living, renting out, or selling on next year when
house prices start to pick up.To help make the
most of your home, we have asked some of
Ireland’s top interior designers to provide their
ideas for better living, from creating more space to
splashing out on some colour to make the inside
feel brighter. Two readers from Dublin and Belfast
show off their new abodes following some
extensive alterations; and Stephen McNally from
Orchestral explains how he created a Home for Life
for the Hamill family in Co. Armagh. With everyone
feeling the pinch right now, we thought you would
appreciate some practical tips on how to make
your home more energy efficient and cost effective
in How to Upgrade Your Boiler and 10 Ways to
Improve Your Energy Consumption. There are also
Space Saving Ideas for the whole house as well as
stylish options for the bedroom. Shorter days and
longer nights tend to make us more safety
conscious so in As Safe as Houses, we highlight
some measures you can take to improve your
home security. Nigel McGrath continues our series
on home automation and explores what’s on the

market for entertainment buffs. Our series on
Older Properties enters its second phase with How
to Decorate After Damp and leads onto some
trendsetting ideas for creating a feature wall from
exposed stone! For those wanting to enhance their
kerb appeal we review materials for refinishing or
replacing a driveway and constructing or
modifying a garage. We also profile the latest
trends for living, kitchens and bathrooms – with
some economical ways to achieve a designer look
without splashing out on designer price tags! To
help make this all possible, check out page 4 and 9
for the chance to win a Home Makeover Hamper
and an Air Purifier from Daikin!

LATEST DEVELOPMENTS Decorate & Improve Your
Home Event will be held in Spring 2010 in
Dublin. See page 9 and 44 for more details and
keep checking our website for the latest
developments and half price tickets!

Anthea Savage, Editor
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